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THE publication of large collections of clinical lectures such
as these, delivered from week to week by Professor Baymond at
the Salpetriere clinique, is apparently a tradition peculiar to that
great school of clinical neurology since the time of Charcot.
Whether such publications, unabridged, are of unmixed benefit is
another question. Certainly an interesting series of lectures is
the result, but a want of continuity is inevitable and moreover the
teacher must perforce repeat the same elementary facts again and
again in different connections in order to make each clinical lesson
complete in itself.

The individual lectures of the two series, however, are well
worthy of perusal, though many are evidently addressed to an
audience of comparative beginners in neurological study. Each
lecture is a model of clearness in exposition and illustrates the
differential diagnosis, the prognosis and the treatment of various
diseases of the nervous system.

Amongst the lectures in the fourth series, that on muscular
atrophies is of special interest. Professor Raymond maintains
that no hard and fast line of demarcation can be drawn between
atrophies of myopathic and those of myelopathic origin. As an
intermediate class between the two types he instances the peroneal
type, associated in Prance with the names of Charcot and Marie
and in England with that of Tooth. English readers may have a
little difficulty, however, in recognising Dr. Tooth under the desig-
nation of " le medecin anglais Todd." This, the peroneal type of
muscular atrophy, resembles the myopathic types in its occurrence
in families and in its onset in young people. In another lecture
the occasional clinical resemblance between syringomyelia and
tabes is brought out, especially in cases where the gliomatosis
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affects the posterior columns to a preponderating degree. The
two diseases may al80 coexist independently in the cord. A
particularly interesting chapter is that on the " phantom " limbs
BO frequently complained of after amputations. Although many
of the sensations referred by the patient to the missing limb are
possibly due to irritation of nerve fibres in the scar, yet some are
probably central in origin, as in cases where only the most distal
segment of the limb seems to be felt, the intermediate part having
vanished. Myoclonus and all its varieties are regarded as func-
tional in origin, forming an evidence of a hysterical constitution,
hereditary or acquired.

In the fifth series of lectures, a considerable space is devoted
to the study of the various forms of localised epilepsy. The most
interesting of these is the lecture on the "psychic equivalents"
of epilepsy, of which numerous examples are given. Thus in one
patient, the attacks of unconsciousness were associated with move-
ments of deglutition, in another patient there were vertigo and
hiccough before the unconsciousness and a feeling of amazement
afterwards. Another patient had an aura of ravenous hunger.
One patient, a woman, had an aura consisting of genital sensations,
curiously complete in their sequence. Another female patient had
as an aura a feeling of indescribable happiness, so intense that she
' would like to die in it,' her normal mental condition being one of
depression and ennui. On the other hand one woman had the
converse aura of intense causeless misery, whilst another girl had
a feeling of vague fear as if something were about to happen to
her. In one case the aura of fear was more circumstantial, the
patient seemed to be threatened by a man who had formerly been
her lover and the father of her child :—no analogous incident
having ever actually occurred in the patient's real life. Another
girl had an aur«, in which she felt stupified and during which
familiar objects seemed as if they looked strange to her. One
man before his attack of epilepsy used to call out in tones of pit}'
to his fellows:—' How pale you are. You are going to fall.'
whereas it was himself who turned pale and fell. A still more
curious alteration in the sense of personality was that in a woman
of thirty who seemed to herself to be someone else whom she
herself strove to reach, to try and ward off some impending acci-
dent. Another variety of aura is the agonising yet vague effort to
remember some word or to find some object. The patient seems
to hear a particular word pronounced, and it sounds mysteriously
incomprehensible; during the effort to understand this word, the
fit occurs. Another case was that of a. young man of education
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who had an obsession consisting in the idea of infinity or eternity,
which inspired him with horror. If talked to on this subject on
such occasions, an epileptic fit was at once induced. The field
traversed in the above observations is one which has hitherto been
touohed by remarkably few writers on nervous disease, if we ex-
cept Dr. Hughlings Jackson, of whose observations (dating back
to 1879) Professor Eaymond seems to be unaware.

There is an interesting description of tuberculous meningitis
" en plaques." This form, unlike the commoner diffuse basal men-
ingitis of children, chiefly attacks adults, though not exclusively
so, and generally the patients are already the subjects of chronic
pulmonary tuberculosis. The small extent of the lesions and their
habitual localisation in the cortex cause the disease to have quite
a special symptomatology. Thus the violent headaches, the vomit-
ing, delirium, ocular palsies, mental torpor, tnche cerebrale,
retracted abdomen, slow pulse, Ac, which are so characteristic of
the common diffuse basal meningitis, are absent in the variety " en
plaques." According to the situation of the tuberculous " plaque,"
the symptoms may be those of aphasia, of incomplete monoplegia,
sudden in onset, or of localised convulsions. In exceptional
cases, choreiform movements have been observed.

In discussing three cases of sclerodermia, each of them
associated with facial hemiatrophy, the author supports the view
which teaches that this latter affection is to be ascribed to a
neuritis of the trigeminal nerve. Its occasional association with
trigemiDal neuralgia favours such a view, as also do the patho-
logical reports of cases by Mendel, Fromy and others. The not
infrequent association of hemiatrophy of the tongue, which would
point strongly in the same direction, is, curiously enough, not
alluded to in the di6CU6sion. The absence of anaesthesia or
hypertesthesia, however, shows that the neuritis differs from
ordinary neuritis. A toxic origin is not impossible.

The last lecture of the series is devoted to an account of an in-
teresting example of pure word-deafness of hysterical origin.

Enough has been said to show that these lectures are of con-
siderable interest and well worthy of perusal.

PURVES STEWART.


